Did you know that all of the songbirds in the world
first came from Australia?
Australia’s birds are still known today to be a little noisy. Some blame it on all
the sugar, as Australia has loads of flowering plants full of nectar for birds to eat.

GREEN
CATBIRD
Ailuroedus crassirostris

KOOKABURRA
Dacelo family

SULPHUR-CRESTED
COCKATOO
Cacatua galerita

BUSH STONE
CURLEW
Burhinus grallarius

Sit outside in your garden or a park nearby
and listen closely to any bird sounds.
Can you name any of the birds you’re hearing?
If you can, write down the sounds in words.
HINT: Look at the sounds written above. Record the sounds too if you can.
Colour in these amazing (and noisy!) Australian birds.
Find out more: birdsinbackyards.net or find a good Australian bird book
to research their colours.
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Do you know that Australia once had more than 250 languages?
Before European settlement, most Indigenous people spoke at least two or three
languages - some people knew up to 10! Here are some words that you might know.

WIRADJURI NSW

DHARUG NSW

WEMBA WEMBA VIC

Mark on this map of Australia where you live.
Do you know the Indigenous language where you live?
Are there any words that you know in your local Indigenous language?
Can you mark on the mark where these languages are spoken?
Kaurna, Gadigal, Noongar, Wurundjeri, Yuggera, Muwinina, Ngunnawal
HINT: They’re all around where capital cities stand today.
To find out more: aiatsis.gov.au
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This blind, secretive and golden-furred marsupial mole swims
underground through the sands of the central deserts.
It occasionally comes out after rain. You can fit it in your hand.

Notoryctes typhlops

SIZE
Body 12-16 cm;
Tail 2-3 cm
NAME
From an Anangu language
of central Australia (SA/NT).
Other names include southern
marsupial mole.

Colour in abovewhat you think the Itjaritjari might look like.
HINT: Another name for the Itjaritjari is the golden mole.

One of the places the Itajritjari lives is around Uluru, on the traditional
lands of the Anangu people. It’s also part of the Anangu’s Tjukurpa or
Dreaming stories.
Can you find out what other animals live around Uluru?
To find out more: parksaustralia.gov.au/uluru/discover/nature/animals
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